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China as the Chinese of an earlier day to India, to study
under the Masters of the Law who carried on the work of
Fa Hian and Hiuen Chang, and many remained in China
for long periods, mastering much besides Buddhist lore.
By the eighth century, then, Chinese civilization was under-
stood and intelligently imitated in Japan, in spite of the
barriers of sea and of language, by a growing number of
leaders, and Chinese ideals of kingship and of scholar-
ship, of family life and of guild organization, of art and
craftsmanship, were being blent with the more primitive
ways of Japan, or were replacing them.
The Chinese love of classification, too, was making itself
felt, and vague ideals of morality were made articulate and
codified, Chinese learning, in a word, was introduced. But
'the Japanese failed in borrowing the greatest of all Chinese
institutions, to take over its essence, which was a respect
for learning coupled with a desire for its spread'.1 The old
feudalism persisted, and no village boy could become
prime minister as in China.
Yet much of Chinese culture fitted well into that of the
Japanese. We need only instance the ideals of the Throne
as representing Heaven, and of the family as the unit of
society. And if Japan could assimilate much of the Con-
fucian pattern, she grasped even more eagerly at the ideals
of Buddhism and at its aesthetic expressions. In Japan as
in China we find a new sense of the importance of the
individual, a new other-worldliness, new visions of Bud-
dhas and their Paradises, new ideals of compassion.
When the capital—modelled on Ch'ang-an—was built
at Kara, its chief structure was a vast Buddhist cathedral,
Todaijij which took seven years to complete (745-52)5 and
stood in a great park two square miles in area.
This is the age of Tempyo (725-94); and between it
and the Suiko Age comes that of Haku-ho (645-725), also
an age of borrowing and adaptation.
If Yakushiji is its masterpiece, that of Tempyo was the
Todaiji and its vast Buddha Vairochana—the Sun Buddha
1 Sansom, Japan, p. 109.

